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The Boeing Company supports higher
education, funds Mesa College
Promise program
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Mark Gaspers, Leann
Shaffer, Pamela Hennard,
Trina Medley from The
Boeing Company, Mesa
Mayor John Giles, and Dr.

MESA, Arizona – Sept. 13, 2021 – The Boeing Company supports Mesa College Promise
students with a $10,000 gift, opening doors for high school graduates to attend Mesa
Community College.

(https://www.mesacc.edu/sites/default/files/0D2A
1510_0.jpg)“Boeing is proud to support the Mesa
College Promise and the bright students this
program will assist. As a recipient of a similar
community college program, I can attest that this
type of investment has a long lasting impact on
awardees’ education and career journeys and
their resulting contribution to their communities,”
said Leann Shaffer, Boeing’s Community Investor
in Arizona.
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Lori Berquam, Carmen
Newland and Christos
Chronis from MCC. 

The Mesa College Promise provides financial
support to students with demonstrated financial
needs which are not fully met through Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) funds
or scholarships. Boeing’s generosity reflects the
commitment and engagement of our business and
industry leaders in supporting the attainment of education beyond high school --
transforming the future of many families in the City of Mesa -- today and the
generations to follow.

“The Mesa College Promise program is a win for students, for businesses and for our
city, and we’re grateful for this contribution from The Boeing Company” said Mesa
Mayor John Giles. “Thanks to generous business partners like Boeing, we’re building
attainable pathways to higher education for Mesa’s graduating high school seniors,
and we’re investing in the workforce of tomorrow.”

“We welcomed the inaugural group of 86 Mesa College Promise scholars to their first
college classes in August,” said Lori M. Berquam, Ph.D., MCC interim president. “The
Mesa College Promise is more than just financial aid, it’s a promise that a college
education is attainable. Each of these new Thunderbirds receives personalized
academic support, workshops, tutoring, iPads to use and opportunities to intern with
Mesa businesses.”

Boeing’s extraordinary support and philanthropy for Mesa and higher education
continues its long-standing and nationally acclaimed partnership with MCC.

Mesa College Promise funding, awarded through the Maricopa Community Colleges
Foundation, is made possible through the generous contributions of more than s10
additional businesses as well as individuals and the federal CARES/HEERF acts.

Additional Mesa College Promise information is available at mesacc.edu/mesa-
promise (https://www.mesacc.edu/mesa-promise).

# # #

Media contacts 
MCC: Dawn Zimmer, dawn.zimmer@mesacc.edu (mailto:dawn.zimmer@mesacc.edu),
480-461-7892 or 6025-471-5343 
The Boeing Company: Tiffany Pitts, tiffany.l.pitts@boeing.com
(mailto:tiffany.l.pitts@boeing.com)

About The Boeing Company 
As a leading global aerospace company, Boeing develops, manufactures and services
commercial airplanes, defense products and space systems for customers in more
than 150 countries. As a top U.S. exporter, the company leverages the talents of a
global supplier base to advance economic opportunity, sustainability and community
impact. Boeing's diverse team is committed to innovating for the future and living the
company's core values of safety, quality and integrity. Learn more at www.boeing.com
(https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3281057-
1&h=2846443236&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boeing.com%2F&a=www.boeing.com).

Mesa Community College is nationally recognized as an Aspen Prize Top 150 U.S.
Community College and is known for service learning, career and technical programs,
civic engagement and innovative approaches to education. For more than 50 years,
the college has served as a resource for career readiness, transfer education,
workforce development and lifelong learning. Host to more than 30,000 students
annually, MCC offers degree and certificate programs at its two campuses, additional
locations and a combination of online formats. Through Guided Pathways with
Integrated Support Services and a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion, MCC
is transforming how it champions student success, college completion, university
transfer and career attainment and advancement. MCC is a Hispanic Serving
Institution and nearly 50% of its students are the first in their families to attend
college. Its American Indian Institute serves students from the 22 federally recognized
tribes of Arizona as well as out-of-state tribes. MCC has the largest indigenous student
population of all the Maricopa Community Colleges. The diverse student body includes
more than 300 international students from 55 countries. Award-winning faculty are
dedicated to student success, providing the education and training that empowers
MCC students to successfully transfer to a university or compete in the workforce.
Located in the East Valley of Phoenix, Arizona, on the traditional territories of the
O'odham, Piipaash and Yavapai Peoples, MCC is one of 10 colleges in the Maricopa
County Community College District. Visit mesacc.edu (http://mesacc.edu/)to learn
more.
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Mesa Community College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) --
hlcommission.org (https://www.hlcommission.org/).

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution
and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with
disabilities. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national
origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and
participation in the career and technical education programs of the District. MCCCD
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age
in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to
reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as
a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system,
visit http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination (http://www.maricopa.edu/non-
discrimination).
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